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Learning Objectives

1. Community Advisory 
Committee:  Who are we?   

2. Inclusion: What is it? why is it 
important? How can we achieve 
it?

3. PUSD goals for Inclusive 
Education by District 
Representatives

4. Panel Q&A



PUSD Community Advisory Committee

Our Mission

The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) promotes and 

encourages positive connections among students, parents, 

and PUSD by providing guidance in special education so all 

students become successful, lifelong learners.



What is the CAC?

• The CAC is an advisory body to the 

Special Education Local Plan Area 

(SELPA) to promote effective special 

education programs and services

• PUSD is a single-district SELPA 

• The CAC is mandated by Ed. Code (EC 

56190-56194) and most members must 

be parents.



Community Advisory Committee Members

Karen Harkins Slocomb, Chair, 

Vacant , Vice Chair

Frida Brunzell, Secretary, 

Rosabel Agbayani, Parent

David Choi, Parent

Etis Fathy, Parent

Cheryl Hernandez, Parent

Sheila Keesling, Parent

Melissa Lazaro, Parent

Heather Plotzke, Parent

Anna Quint, Parent

Shelly Wright, Parent

Gina Zanolini, PUSD Special Education

Tiffany King, PUSD Special Education

Bernard Larsen, PUSD Special Education

The CAC is an active group of individuals who care about 

students in special education, their parents, and staff.



Provide District Support for the Community Advisory Committee

Greg Mizel, Assistant Superintendent

Jodi Payne, Director of Special Education, Secondary,

Lorelei Olsen, Director of Special Education, Elementary

Sherri Miller, Assistant Director of Special Education

PUSD Special Education Advisory Members



What does the CAC do?

CAC advises the District on the development, amendment 

and review of the Local Plan for Special Education, including 

the following:

● Reviews the Local Plan and provide ongoing input on 

special education services, accountability and 

outcomes

● Recommends annual priorities to be addressed in the 

Local Plan and encourage community involvement

● Provide parent education and support activities on 

behalf of individuals with exceptional needs

● Assist in the development of parent awareness and 

the importance of regular school attendance.



How to get involved in the PUSD CAC

● When does the CAC meet?

● All meetings are held at the PUSD board conference 

room. 15250 Avenue of Science San Diego, CA 92128

● Who can attend?

● Everyone!! All business meetings are open to the 

public, everyone is welcome to attend

● How do I get involved?

● Attend our meetings

● Volunteer on a CAC Committee 

(membership not required to volunteer)

● Share information, talents, solutions

Joining the CAC gives 

you a "voice at the 

table" to make a difference in special 

education programs and services.



What is Inclusion?

Rosabel Agbayani, BA, BS, MPH



Disclaimer

All views expressed in this presentation are my own and do not 

represent the opinions of any entity whatsoever with which I have 

been, am now, or will be affiliated.

-Rosabel Agbayani



What is Inclusion?

Rosabel Agbayani, BA, BS, MPH



Why Inclusion is important for our family

We wanted

● A community that accepted our child 
for who he is

● To feel supported in our decisions and 
respected for our contributions

● To feel that he would have the 
accommodations he needed and 
access to academic curriculum in a 
mainstream setting

● To see him develop academically, 
socially, and emotionally among his 
peers



• Part of the Community

• Contribute to the School Culture

• Academically and Socially Productive

• The ENJOY their time at school

What OUR success means to us as a family



Pop Quiz

Choose the appropriate label for each bubble



Diversity: Making us all “an other”

• We are all diverse

• We all have strengths

• We all have areas that we can improve

Start with Ability NOT Disability

• There is a distinct gap between the silos of special education and curriculum

• We can learn to bridge this gap by focusing on Inclusion.

The concept is to teach to the diversity of all 

(Pugach & Warger, 2001; Thomas & Loxley, 2007)



The Evolution of Inclusion

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQgXBhPh5Zo


Transforming Education

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYtUlU8MjlY


Research on Inclusive Education

● Students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms show:

● Improved performance on standardized tests

● Mastery of IEP goals

● Grades

● On-task behavior and motivation to learn 

● (National Center for Education Restructuring and Inclusion, 1995)

● Placement in inclusive classrooms does not interfere with the 

academic performance of students without disabilities with respect to:

● The amount of allocated time and engaged instructional time

● The rate of interruption to planned activities

● Students’ achievement on test scores and report card grades 

● (York, Vandercook, MacDonald, Heise-Neff, and Caughey, 1992). 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/lre.incls.rsrch.whitbread.htm



Research on Inclusive Education

● Research shows that principals, 

special education directors, 

superintendents, teachers, parents 

and community members must all 

be involved and invested in the 

successful outcome of inclusive 

education (Villa, 1997; Walther-

Thomas, 1997). 

● Teachers - both general and special 

education - must collaborate to 

create learning strategies and 

environments that work for all 

students.



10 Reasons why Inclusive Schools 
are valuable to our community

1.Everyone is valued and participates to the best of their ability

2.ALL children have equal access

3.All children learn alongside their same-age peers

4.Focus is on the child’s abilities not disabilities

5.Various resources and technologies are used for different 

learning styles

6.Students have positive and appropriate supports in the 

classroom

7.Teachers are highly trained at delivering differentiated 

curriculum to meet individual needs.

8.Students develop confidence in their ability to interact with 

the world around them

9.Meaningful relationships develop between students as they 

spend time with one another

10.Children become accepting of one another



Differentiated Instruction

https://inclusiveschools.org/together-we-learn-better-inclusive-schools-benefit-all-children/

Differentiated instruction increases student engagement 

“One of the most important principles of INCLUSIVE EDUCATION is that 

no two learners are alike, and so inclusive schools place great importance 

on creating OPPORTUNITIES for students to learn and be assessed in a 

VARIETY of ways.  Teachers in inclusive schools therefore must consider 

a wide range of learning modalities (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, etc.) in 

designing instruction.  

Certainly this enhances the way in which educators provide supports and 

accommodations for students with disabilities, but it also diversifies the 

educational experience of all students.”

https://inclusiveschools.org/together-we-learn-better-inclusive-schools-benefit-all-children/


The Barriers to inclusion

● The current barriers to inclusion generally fall into three categories: 

organizational, attitudinal, and knowledge barriers (Kochhar, West, 

& Taymans, 2000)

● Organizational barriers are related to the differences in ways 

schools and classes are taught, staffed, and managed. 

● Teachers agree in principle with the goals of inclusion, but many 

do not feel prepared to work in inclusive settings (Mastropieri & 

Scruggs, 2000; Hines & Johnston, 1997). 

● General educators do not feel that they have received the 

necessary training for working with students with special needs.



How can we help to achieve an Inclusive 
Environment?



Factors that can determine the 
success of inclusive classrooms

● Build successful Family-school partnerships

● Increase collaboration between general and 
special educators

● Well-constructed plans that identify specific 
accommodations, modifications, and goals 
for each student

● Integrated service delivery



Parent Involvement

Parent Involvement is required to assure that school 
districts adequately provide whatever support and 
accommodations are necessary to serve all children.  

Advocacy is key especially for those who are:

● Receiving Special Education services

● Students in low-income families

● Students whose primary language is not English

https://inclusiveschools.org/family-involvement-2/



Parent Involvement-
Parent Teacher Partnership

● Attend all meetings concerning your child

● Talk with our child about his or her feelings toward school

● List ideas about your child’s strengths and weaknesses, 

● Identify goals for your child

● Make notes about what you want to say during a meeting

● ASK QUESTIONS- Dialogue-

● Let the teacher know you want to be involved in your 
child’s education

● Educate about special equipment, medication, medical 
problems

● Communicate about inside/outside activities your child is 
involved with that may affect school performance

● Ask how you can build upon child’s school activities at 
home



Parent Involvement
Parent Education 

● California Parent Organizations: 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/caprntorg.asp

● Join a Parent Support Group

● Find Community Resources

● Share resources with your 

Teachers/Service Providers

Parent involvement implies that we have the 

responsibility to educate ourselves

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/caprntorg.asp


Parent Involvement
Home learning environment

Participation is supporting learning at home as well as at school.

● 1. Establish a daily family routine.

● 2. Monitor out-of-school activities 

● 3. Model the values

● Learning

● Self-discipline

● Hard work.

● 4. Enjoy your children

● Set appropriate goals

● recognize special talents

● celebrate successes.

● 5. Encourage children's development/progress in school.

● 6. Encourage communication among family members

7. Incorporate Reading and Writing activities in to daily lives
Parents are a child’s

first teacher.



Parent Involvement
Parent Rights- Procedural Rights

● Parents of children with disabilities from ages three through 

twenty-one have specific educational rights under the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). These rights are called 

procedural safeguards. 

● Parents must be given opportunities to participate in any 

decision-making meeting regarding their child’s special education 

program. Parents have the right to participate in 

individualized education program (IEP) meetings about the 

special education eligibility, assessment, educational placement 

of their child and other matters relating to their child’s free 

appropriate public education (FAPE).

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/qa/pssummary.asp



Successful Collaboration

● Open

● Honest

● Respectful

● Have Patience

● Share Information



“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together 

is progress; working together is success.”

– Edward Everett Hale





PUSD Goals for Inclusive Education

PUSD District Representative

Assistant Superintendant Greg Mizel



CAC Panel Q&A

David Choi- Parent/Member

Gina Zanolini- Parent/PUSD Parent Liaison

Rosabel Agbayani- Parent/Member

Greg Mizel- Assistant Superintendent / Advisory Member 


