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Introduction:   

Two basic academic skills will be the focus of this course: critical reading and analytical writing.  To 

give you a head-start on developing your abilities in these crucial skills, your summer work needs to 
develop your foundational skills in reading and interacting with text.  

 

Honors HSE Summer Assignment: 

1. Read the following short stories in The Illustrated Man: “Prologue: The Illustrated Man,” “The 

Veldt,” “Kaleidoscope,” “The Other Foot,” “The Highway,” “The Rocket Man,” “The Last Night 

of the World,” “Marionettes, Inc.,” “The Rocket,” and “Epilogue” 
2. Closely annotate all the stories listed above: As you read those stories, you need to show 

evidence of your close reading, engagement and understanding of the text by writing down your 

thoughts and ideas in the margins or with post-it notes (if you have your own book, highlight 

and annotate the book directly.  If it is a borrowed book, use post-its.).  See the following rubric 
and the detailed instructions and example on the next page. 

• Annotating a text, or marking the pages with notes, is an excellent, if not essential, way to 

make the most out of the reading you do, especially honor, AP and college courses.  

Annotations make it easy to find important information quickly when you look back and 
review a text. They help you familiarize yourself with both the content and organization of 

what you read. They provide a way to begin engaging ideas and issues directly through 

comments, questions, associations, or other reactions that occur to you as you read.  In all 
these ways, annotating a text makes the reading process an active one. 

Summer Assignment Deadlines and Assessments:  your annotations will be due in week 2 of quarter 1 

if you are enrolled in the class Term 1, and in week 2 of quarter 3 if you are enrolled in the class Term 2. 

A multiple-choice test on the assigned short stories in The Illustrated Man will be given around the time 
the assignments are due. You will also write an essay based on the stories you read after the exam.  

 

Annotations Rubric 

 Excellent - A Good – B Average – C Inadequate – D/F 

 

Accuracy 

Ideas, details and 

terms are accurately 

and thoroughly 
identified resulting in 

a deeper understanding 

of the text 

Ideas, details and 

terms are mostly 

accurate, 
demonstrating in a 

good understanding of 

the text 

Some mistakes in the 

identification of ideas 

and details, indicating 

minor misreading or 

misunderstanding of 

text or terms 

Severe or repeated 

mistakes in 

annotation; evidence 

of confusion over the 

text and the 

terminology 

 

Thoroughness 

Annotations are 

consistent and frequent 

and provide a 

comprehensive 

overview of the 

assigned text 

Annotations are 

consistent and provide 

an adequate overview 

meaning/composition 

Annotations provide a 

minimal overview of 

meaning/composition  

Overview of meaning 

and composition is 

inadequate or 

incomplete 

 

Depth of insight 

Annotations offer 

significant insights 

into the author’s 

literary decisions  

Annotations offer 

some insights into the 

author’s literary 

decisions 

Annotations do not 

clarify author’s 

literary purpose and is 

mostly paraphrasing 

Annotations are 

incorrect and reflect 

that the student did not 

understand the text 

 

Visual clarity & 

organization 

Annotations are 

clearly written, well-

placed and organized 

with an obvious 

pattern and system 

Annotations are 

legible, appropriately 

placed but may not 

demonstrate a pattern 

or system 

Annotations are 

mostly legible; 

placement may be 

problematic or 

confusing 

Annotations are 

illegible; errors in 

placement obscure 

meaning 
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Annotating Text Introduction:  Annotating a text, or marking the pages with notes, is an excellent, if 

not essential, way to make the most out of the reading you do, especially AP and college courses.  

Annotations make it easy to find important information quickly when you look back and review a text. 

They help you familiarize yourself with both the content and organization of what you read. They provide 

a way to begin engaging ideas and issues directly through comments, questions, associations, or other 

reactions that occur to you as you read.  In all these ways, annotating a text makes the reading process an 

active one, not just background for writing assignments, but an integral first step in the writing process.   

 

How you annotate:  Ideally, you should use a pencil, and you should read a text through once before 
making major annotations, maybe only circling unfamiliar vocabulary or concepts. By reading the text 

through once before doing major annotation, you will have a clearer idea about where major ideas and 

important information are in the text, and your annotating will be more efficient.  
 

Guidelines of what, how, when and where to annotate: 

1. Circle key words 

• words with striking connotations 

• words that reflect a level or style of diction 

2. Underline or highlight main claims or ideas from the author 
3. Label figurative language: hyperbole, metaphor, simile, personification, imagery 

4. Mark significant repetitions 

5. Mark significant shifts in the text 
6. Trace the pattern of symbols and images and extended metaphors  

7. Trace the development of thematic topics 

8. Trace character development and characterization 
9. Identify tone and mood 

10. Note words or passages that generate a strong positive or negative connotation and or response 

11. Write notes in the margins of patterns you notice, main ideas you discovered, connections you 

make, questions you have. 
 

The following is a sample paragraph that has been annotated; this is what is expected in your annotations: 

 

 

Sample: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most people who bother with the matter at all would admit that the English language is in a bad 

way, but it is generally assumed that we cannot by conscious action do anything about it.  Our 

civilization is decadent and our language—so the argument runs—must inevitably share in the 

general collapse.  It follows that any struggle against the abuse of language is a sentimental 

archaism, like preferring candles to electric light or hansom cabs to aeroplanes.  Underneath this 

lies the half-conscious belief that language is a natural growth and not an instrument which we 

shape for our own purposes. 

Formal diction/language 

Main 

idea/claim 

Simile helps clarify the phrase 

“sentimental archaism” 

Use of collective pronoun—the author is 

speaking to a larger audience—English users 

Connotation of “instrument:” a tool is used to 

aid and benefit the user.  Positive.  Reveals the 

author’s attitude about language which opposes 

how many others seem to view language. 


