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Introduction:   
AP English Language & Composition (APEL) asks two basic questions:  

1. “What” is the author’s (speaker’s) argument, claim, or point in that piece?  

2. “How” does the author (speaker) make his or her argument (what literary and or 

rhetorical strategies are used)?  

Two basic academic skills are the focus in this course: critical reading to discover the argument 

and strategies used and analytical writing to effectively communicate this understanding.  

To give you a head-start on developing your abilities in these crucial college and life skills, your 

summer work needs to develop your foundational skills in reading and interacting with text.  

Year-Long APEL Summer Assignments: 

1. Read and annotate East of Eden Parts I and II (do NOT read parts III and IV):  As you 

read the text, I expect you show evidence of your engagement and understanding of the text by 

writing down your thoughts and ideas in the margins or with post-it notes.  If you have your own 

book, highlight and annotate the book directly.  If it is a borrowed book, use post-its.  See rubric 

on next page.   

 Annotating a text, or marking the pages with notes, is an excellent, if not essential, way to 

make the most out of the reading you do, especially AP and college courses.  Annotations 

make it easy to find important information quickly when you look back and review a text. 

They help you familiarize yourself with both the content and organization of what you 

read. They provide a way to begin engaging ideas and issues directly through comments, 

questions, associations, or other reactions that occur to you as you read.  In all these 

ways, annotating a text makes the reading process an active one, not just background for 

writing assignments, but an integral first step in the writing process. 

2. Complete dialectical-journal responses for chapters 12, 13, 17 & 22 in East of Eden: find 

four significant sections in each assigned chapter, and document your ideas, using the 

double-entry format where you cite the text on the left and write a detailed, perceptive, 

analytical and insightful response on the right.  See rubric on next page. 

 

Format of entry: 

 

 

 

Tips for meaningful responses:  when you read closely, you develop an understanding 

of a text that is based first on the words themselves and then on the larger ideas those 

words suggest.   

• You start with small details, and as you think about them, you discover how they 

affect the text’s larger meaning. 

When you write a close analysis, you look at the larger meaning you’ve discovered 

and use the small details—the language—itself to support your interpretation. 

 

Summer Assignment Due:  your dialectical-journal responses for chapters 12, 13, 17, & 22 are 

due within the first week of the class. Your book will be collected to grade your annotations at 

that time.  Please refer to the rubrics below.   

Warning: Don’t just skim East of Eden; students who do, often fail the test. Read it, please!  

SUGGESTED:  Strengthen your grammar by reviewing www.englishgrammar101.com   

 

CD / text                      Analysis 

(cite the text)   

http://www.englishgrammar101.com/
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Annotating Text Introduction:  Annotating a text, or marking the pages with notes, is an excellent, if 

not essential, way to make the most out of the reading you do, especially AP and college courses.  

Annotations make it easy to find important information quickly when you look back and review a text. 

They help you familiarize yourself with both the content and organization of what you read. They provide 

a way to begin engaging ideas and issues directly through comments, questions, associations, or other 

reactions that occur to you as you read.  In all these ways, annotating a text makes the reading process an 

active one, not just background for writing assignments, but an integral first step in the writing process.  

A well-annotated text will accomplish all of the following: 

How you annotate:  Ideally, you should use a pencil, and you should read a text through once before 

making major annotations, maybe circling unfamiliar vocabulary or concepts. By reading the text through 

once before doing major annotations, you will have a clearer idea about where major ideas and important 

information are in the text, and your annotating will be more efficient. 

Guidelines of what, how, when and where to annotate: 

1. Label literary strategies  

2. Mark repetitions 

3. Mark shifts in the text 

4. Note words or passages that generate a strong positive or negative connotation and or response 

5. Write margin notes:  connections you can make, questions you have, patterns you notice, main 

ideas you discovered. 

6. Also, mark anything that you think is confusing, interesting, surprising, or important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While and after annotating:   it is important, to analyze and synthesize what you just read by putting it 

all together, noticing the patterns, identifying SOAPSTone, structure, style and significance of the text. 

S  - What is the major  subject (claim/thesis/argument) of the piece?   

O - What is the occasion?  What is the time, place, and setting that gave rise to the piece? 

A - Who is the audience?  To whom is this document directed? 

P  - What is the purpose or reason that this document was written? 

S - Who is the speaker? What do you infer about the speaker? 

Tone - What is the tone of the piece?  What feeling or emotions describe what the speaker was 

feeling regarding what he/she was writing about? 

 

Down the left margin, 

mark what author 

“says” & does: 

Summarize the author’s 

message/main claims 

either paragraph by 

paragraph or in chunks of 

paragraphs for longer 

pieces. 

Label literary devices used, 

like alliteration, allusions, 

symbolism, metaphors, 

similes, tone, point of view. 

 

Down the right 

margin, mark what 

you “say” and think: 

Questions to the text or 

author, or for clarification 

Definitions to unfamiliar 

words and or phrases 

Your insight, thoughts, 

responses 

 

Mark anything confusing, 

Interesting, surprising, or 

important. 

 

THE TEXT 
Inside the text itself, you should… 

 
                      key terms or phrases—words with 
striking connotations/meanings, words or passages 
that generate a strong positive or negative 
connotation/response 
 

claims (arguments, themes) 

Underline or highlight evidence/data that supports 

the claim(s) 

Box 

Circle 
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Annotations Rubric 

 

Dialectical-Response Journal—Rubric 
Excellent - A 

 

An EXCELLENT 

response shows that the 

reader was thoroughly 

engaged and insightful. 

o shows a high degree of engagement in the text through thorough responses 
o shows a high degree of literal comprehension through detailed analysis 
o shows a high degree of interpretive/inferential reading through detailed, 

insightful and accurate analysis 
o goes above and beyond the 4 sentences per entry 

B- Good 

 
A GOOD response 
shows that the reader is 
engaged and somewhat 
insightful. 

o shows a good degree of engagement in the text through rather thorough responses 
o shows a good degree of literal comprehension through & accurate analysis 
o shows a good degree of interpretive/inferential reading through good analysis 

with some good insight 
o may go above and beyond the 4 sentences per entry 
o has at least 6 recorded entries 

C- Adequate 
An ADEQUATE 
response shows that the 
reader is a rather 
engaged attempts some 
insight and analysis. 

o shows some degree of engagement in the text although responses may lack 
essential detail and/or are rather infrequent 

o shows a good degree of literal comprehension through accurate and basic analysis 
o shows some interpretive/inferential reading through basic analysis 
o has 4 sentences per entry 
o has 6 recorded entries 

D/F- Basic/below basic 

A BASIC response 
shows the reader to be 
somewhat disengaged, 
with little attempt at 
insight or analysis. 

o shows some degree of engagement in the text, although responses may lack 
essential detail and/or are infrequent 

o shows a fair degree of literal comprehension through accurate explanation of text 
o shows minor interpretive/inferential reading, may be more like 

summary/paraphrasing, with no little to no attempt at analysis. 
o has 3-4 sentences per entry 

 

 Excellent - A Good – B Average – C Inadequate – D/F 

 

Accuracy 

Ideas and terms are 

accurately and 

thoroughly annotated, 

resulting in defendable 

interpretations that can 

be discussed further 

Annotations are 

mostly accurate, 

demonstrating a basic 

understanding of the 

text 

Some mistakes in 

annotation, indicating 

minor misreading or 

misuse of terms 

Severe or repeated 

mistakes in 

annotation; evidence 

of confusion over 

terminology 

 

Thoroughness 

Annotations are 

consistent and frequent 

and provide a 

comprehensive 

overview of the 

assigned text 

Annotations are 

consistent and provide 

an adequate overview 

meaning/composition 

Annotations provide a 

minimal overview of 

meaning/composition 

Overview of meaning 

and composition is 

inadequate or 

incomplete 

 

Depth of insight 

Annotations offer 

significant insights 

into author’s literary 

decisions  

Annotations offer 

some insights into 

author’s literary 

decisions 

Annotations do not 

clarify author’s 

literary purpose 

Annotations obscure 

author’s literary 

purpose 

 

Visual clarity & 

organization 

Annotations are 

clearly written, well-

placed, and make 

consistent and frequent 

use of legend  

Annotations are 

legible, appropriately 

placed, and use 

legend/key  

Annotations are 

mostly legible; 

placement may be 

problematic; use of 

legend/key 

inconsistent 

Annotations are 

illegible; errors in 

placement obscure 

meaning; key is not 

followed 


