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Word Choice

Conventions
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- Pieces have a clearly described theme,
balanced with carefully connected details.
- The choice of organization fits perfectly
with the purpose and audience
- An engaging lead hooks the reader
- Transitions are varied and natural
- Pacing feels natural; the reader does not
get stuck in too many details or repetition
- The ending ties the piece together and
clearly demonstrates it is finished.
- Internal organization is varied, and does
not appear formulaic

Word choice is precise and interesting.
The reader sees that the author has
worked to find interesting words that are
carefully placed to convey an engaging
and clear message.
- The writer uses expressive verbs,
phrasing and figurative language that is
not overdone.
- Varied vocabulary, onomatopoeia,
synonyms, slang or understatement are
used purposefully and are not overstated.
- The choices of words are appropriate for
the audience and the purpose of the piece.

4

4

4

Words acceptably convey the message
and the vocabulary is generally effective
for the audience and purpose of the
writing.
The writing shows some attempts at
varying types of words used, expressive
verbs and/or figurative language
Some attempts are made to use rich and
varied vocabulary though they may not fit
Openings or use of stylistic devices like
onomatopoeia or slang are attempted, but
may be formulaic or overused

- Writing demonstrates an adequate control
and consistent use of conventions. Some
mistakes in grammar, punctuation and
spelling are evident but they do not
significantly detract from the content.
- Text and sentence structure may be
limited, but mechanics are generally
correct.
- Non standards use of conventions may be
attempted, but are at times feel out of
place
- Paragraphing is basically in place
- A moderate amount of editing is required.

- Organization is acceptable and coherent.
- Piece contains a beginning, middle and
end and supporting details.
- The piece attends to audience and
purpose
- A beginning and conclusion are in place
but limited in development.
- Body is in a logical order and pacing is
developing
- Transitions are usually present, but may
be formulaic, repetitious or emerging
- A sense of pacing exists, though
organization may be overly structured

-

-

-

2
- Writing lacks coherence and confuses the
reader. There is some sense of structure
emerging, though very limited.
- Details are randomly placed or listed
- Lack of transitions
- Pacing is consistently awkward, either
burdened by trivia or rushed.
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2
-

Language is monotonous and limited in
range of vocabulary
Often words are incorrect, flat or repeated
throughout.
Words are general and vague
Word choice is distracting from the
message.

-

-

Writing demonstrates excellent control
over writing mechanics
Writing shows command of punctuation,
grammar, spelling and paragraphing even
in long complex sentences or writing
pieces.
At times non-standard uses of conventions
are controlled for stylistic affect.
Paragraphing is consistently applied
throughout
Very minor editing required.

2
- Many errors in mechanics, punctuation,
spelling, and usage
- Simple punctuation rules inconsistently
applied, or missing.
- Numerous spelling errors impacting the
delivery of the message.
- Significant need for editing
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Sentence Fluency
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- The writing is fluent, fully developed,
engaging and highly focused
- The author demonstrates knowledge of
the audience and fulfills the purpose of the
piece
- Main ideas are supported with engaging
use and careful placement of rich details
- Details are linked together to give the
piece a strong sense of balance and
maintains focus
- The writer uses insight, previous
experience or unique perspective to
illustrate themes or main idea(s).

-

-

The writing is focused and allows the
reader to clearly understand the main
idea.
The author is aware of audience and
purpose
Supporting details are present, but are
often general, limited in depth or patterned
Some attempt at linking details
Placement of details may be out of
balance with the main ideas.
Some attempt at incorporating unique
perspective, personal experience or
insight.

-

Attempt at main idea and development of
idea, but in general the paper is unfocused
and the main idea is hard to distinguish
The author does not attempt to write to a
purpose or understand the audience.
The reader is forced to rely on inference.
Irrelevant or burdensome details present
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-

The writer has chosen a style that shows
close attention to interacting with the
audience and monitoring the purpose.
The writing presents a personal
expression that gives the paper a personal
character.
The writing seems committed to the topic,
is expressive, engaging or sincere.
Narrative text has a strong, lively, personal
voice that is open and honest
Expository text is provocative, and
designed to hold the reader’s attention.

4

4
- The writing has a sense of natural flow,
and attempts at natural phrasing
- Sentence pattern may be mechanical, or
patterned in structure
- Sentence variety is evident
- Sentence structure and usage are correct.
- Some sentences may have varied
beginnings
- Stylistic devices such as dialogue, if used,
sound natural but may be formulaic
- The piece is easy to read orally, though
sentence choice may rely on repetitive
patterns

2
-

-

-

4
-

The author uses sophisticated and varied
sentence structures to enhance style and
give and expressive sense to the writing
The mix of sentences gives the writing a
sense of flow and rhythm
The beginnings build on the sentence
before and add interest overall
Stylistic devices such as dialogue, and
fragments are crafted to add style
The piece invites oral recitation

-

The writer deals with the topic effectively,
and a voice is present, though at times
inconsistent.
The writer has a sense of audience and
purpose, but may not be applying a voice
to engage the audience.
Liveliness, humor or sincerity are
attempted but may miss the mark or be
inappropriately placed.
The work may be overly structured, or
formulaic and lack a personal touch.

2

2

The writing is characterized by simple
sentences and choppy or abrupt rhythm.
No variety exists in sentence use.
Transitions are missing or highly repetitive
Serious errors in structure or usage make
the paper hard to tell where sentences
begin and end and difficult to read aloud.

- The writing is straightforward and simple.
- There is little commitment to the audience,
purpose or a style in writing.
- Little attempt is made to engage the
reader
- The writing is highly repetitious or lacks
attempts at humor, thoughts or personal
touch.

Ideas
My Message

It all makes sense.
My reader will learn a lot.
It’s really clear

4
My reader will get the general idea.
I need to add some details.
I’m working on it!

Halfway
home!

Ready to
share!
5
This is just what
I wanted to say.
Good, juicy details!
You might have some questions.
It TELLS, but it doesn’t SHOW very clearly.

3

2
Just
beginning
1

I’m afraid my reader won’t follow his.
It’s hard to get started.
I’m not sure what my topic is…or maybe my topic is too BIG.
The picture is not very clear.
I need more time to think.
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Voice
Putting Myself in My Writing

It’s me!!
This is what I think.

Ready to
share!

I’m speaking right to the reader.
5

It might make you laugh or cry.
This topic matters to me!

Hear me ROAR!
I love this topic.

4
I head a bit of me in the writing.
I’m hiding my feelings and
ideas a little.
I’m not speaking to
the reader-yet

3

This topic is OK.
I’m trying to speak to the reader.
I’m starting to have fun in a few places.

2

Just
beginning
1

Halfway
home!

I don’t hear myself in this paper.
This topic is boring.

SNORE!
I wish I didn’t have to do this.
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Word Choice
Playing With Language

My words paint a picture.
My words make the message CLEAR.
I like the way my words sound and feel.

Ready to
share!
5

I need more IMAGINATION here!

I think this is the
BEST way to say it!

4

Some of the words and phrases are great,
but some need work.

Halfway
home!

These are some of the
first words I thought of.

3
There is probably a BETTER way to say it,
but this is my first try.

2
Just
beginning
1

These words are NOT my favorites.
The words I’ve used don’t paint a picture in your mind.

Some of my words don’t make sense to me when I read them over.

These words just don’t make sense.
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Sentence Fluency
Listening to the Sound

My paper is EASY to read out loud.
Some sentences are LONG and STRETCHY-some are SHORT

Ready to
share!

and SNAPPY.

5

I like the sound of this paper-it has rhythm!

My sentences begin
in several different ways.
4

A lot of my sentences begin the same way.
I wish my paper sounded a little

Halfway
home!

smoother in places.

3

There are lots of choppy little
sentences, one after another.

My sentences are all about the same length.
It’s PRETTY easy to read out loud if you take your time.

2
Just
beginning

Help! Some of these sentences don’t make sense.
My paper is HARD to read out loud-even for me!

1

I can’t tell where a new sentence begins.
Every word is strung together in one endless sentence.
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Conventions
Editing

Punctuation smoothly guides the reader.
The grammar contributes to clarity and style.
Capitals are handled well. “Clean copy.”
Paragraphing complements the organization.
Spelling is mostly correct-even on harder words.

Ready to
share!
5 Ready to
share!

My spelling is correct on common words.

4

Simple things are done well.
Paragraphing was attempted.

Halfway
home!
3

My errors are consistent.

There are minor problems in
grammar/usage. I hastily edited.

Halfway
home!
Punctuation is basically correct.

2

Capitals are correct at the beginning of sentences
and names, but not in trickier places.

Just
There are numerous errors. I couldn’t publish this yet.
beginning
Paragraphing is random or not present.
Just
beginning
1
Errors are extremely distracting. This piece is not edited.
Struggling. Reader has to translate to get meaning.
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Organization
From Beginning to End

I know where I’m going.
My opening will hook you!

Ready to
share!

The ending really works!

5
Follow me!

The middle makes sense, but it plods along.
My beginning is OK.

I see just how all the parts
fit together.

4

My paper is PRETTY easy to follow.

Halfway
home!

What should I tell first?

2

1

The ending doesn’t grab me yet.

3

How do I begin?
This is confusing.

Just
beginning

Maybe I need to move some things around.

What comes next?
Help! Which pieces go together?
I don’t know where I’m headed.

How do I end this?
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Presentation
How the Writing Looks on the Page

This piece is easy to read.
Everything is in the right place.

Ready to
share!

Even margins frame the text.

5
I used the perfect font size

More bullets or numbers would help.
My margins and white space
are inconsistent.
This is a draft copy.

and style.

4

Halfway
home!
3

This is a finished copy-I’m proud of it!

Illustrations aren’t always in the right spot.
I’m getting a little carried away using different fonts.

2
My sp acin gisun eve n.

Just
beginning

Thingarejusttoocrowdedonthepagetomakesense.
This looks more like notes than a finished piece.

1

The letters slant different ways.
It’s too confusing to read-I’m getting a headache!
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