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SECTION 6.51.8 Transporting Special Education Students in Wheelchairs/Strollers or 
Other Transportation Devices 

 
 
Wheelchair/Stroller or other Transportation Devices 
 

1. Students who cannot physically walk or board a school bus with reasonable assistance of the 
school bus driver may be required to be transported in a pre-approved wheelchair/stroller or 
other transportation device. 

2. Pre-school children may be exempt from this procedure due to physical size and unnecessary 
need of a wheelchair or stroller.  Maximum weight of such students shall not exceed sixty (60) 
pounds or six years of age. 

3. Wheelchairs/strollers and other transportation devices will be inspected at least once each 
school year or as deemed necessary for the safety of our students. 

4. Wheelchairs/strollers and other transportation devices which do not conform to the following 
minimal standards will not be transported in a Poway Unified School District vehicle. 

 
Frame 
 

1. Maintenance of the frame is the responsibility of the owner. 

2. Frame shall be free of structural flaws such as cracks, depressions, or abnormal sign of wear or 
strain. 

3. All fasteners should meet the manufacturer's specifications. 
 
Brakes 
 
All wheelchairs transported shall have brakes (13 CCR 1293).  The following items will pertain to the 
brakes: 
 

1. Maintenance of the braking systems is the responsibility of the owner. 

2. Manual chairs will have a braking system which secures two wheels.  Electric wheelchairs shall 
be capable of being locked in gear or have an independent locking system. 

3. Shall be maintained to hold the chair in place while on the wheelchair lift and on board the bus. 
 
Restraining Belts 
 
All wheelchairs transported shall have restraining belts or an approved securement device.  The 
following shall pertain to the restraining belts: 
 

1. Maintenance of restraining belts is the responsibility of the owner. 

2. Shall be of the webbed type. 

3. Belt buckle shall have a manual release (Velcro, snaps, plastic clasps, etc. are NOT acceptable). 
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4. Shall be fastened to the frame of the chair.  (Wrapping the belt around the student is not 
acceptable.)  Belt must be fastened to the frame in such a manner to allow a bolt to pass 
through the belt, the frame, and through the belt a second time. 

 
Batteries (13 CAC 1293) 
 
The following shall pertain to batteries attached to wheelchairs: 
 

1. Maintenance of wheelchair batteries is the responsibility of the owner. 

2. Shall be both leak resistant and spill resistant or shall be placed in a leak resistant container. 

3. Shall be secured to the frame by a properly maintained battery hold-down in such a manner as 
to prevent separation from the frame in an accident.  The hold-down or battery shall be 
fastened to the frame to prevent no more than one-quarter of an inch movement. 

 
Foot Rest 
 
Wheelchairs transported shall be equipped with footrests whenever applicable.  The footrests must be: 
 

1. Maintained by the owner of the wheelchair. 

2. Adjusted so the student's feet are able to rest on the platform. 

3. Secured firmly to the frame. 
 
Wheels 
 
Wheelchairs transported will have wheels which shall be: 
 

1. Maintained by the owner of the wheelchair. 

2. In good working order. 

3. Secured to the chair with no more than one-sixteenth of an inch actual movement. 
 
For spoked wheels: 
 

1. Maintained by the owner of the wheelchair. 

2. Wheels shall have all spokes.  Spokes shall be tightened and not broken to ensure maximum 
stability. 

 
Upholstery 
 

1. Maintenance of the upholstery is the responsibility of the owner. 

2. Owners must ensure that the seat and back portion of the upholstery are in good repair. 

3. Owners must ensure there are no sharp edges or excessive wear on the upholstery. 
 
Specialized Wheelchairs 
 

1. Mulholland-type chairs shall have at least four supports, one being connected from each corner 
of the seat of the chair to the base of the framework. 
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Custom-Made/Homemade Wheelchairs 
 

1. Parent should take the necessary precautions to assure that the wheelchair, stroller, or other 
transportation device selected for their student provides for their safety when used in vehicle 
transportation. 

 
"Notice" 
 
Homemade or custom-made chairs may not provide the necessary protection in design when used 
in vehicular transportation.  Homemade/custom chair/devices must be in compliance with state 
laws/regulations. 

 
Safety Vests and Seat Belt Locks/Buckle Guards 
 
After consultation with parents, school personnel, and the Transportation Department, it may be 
necessary to transport some children in a safety vest or to use seat belt locks and buckle guards to 
ensure that students remain seated while the school bus is in motion. 
 


