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ARTICLE: 6.0 BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICES 

 6.20 MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS 
OF FACILITIES 

 6.28 CELLULAR COMMUNICATION 
FACILITIES 

SECTION 6.28.1 Cellular Communication Facilities 

 
 
Background information 
 
Cellular telephones have become an essential part of contemporary communication.  Antennas 
which enable cellular phone use are located throughout every city and community. 
 
Cellular communication companies at times approach the District regarding locating antennas on 
District property.  Installation of cellular communication facility projects requires District, 
municipal, State, and Federal government regulations and approval processes.  Additionally, Board 
Policy requires sufficient public notice and an opportunity to respond. 
 
When the Poway Unified School District (PUSD) is identified as a potential cellular facility location, 
the initial contact is with the Director of Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations.  The Board of 
Education will be notified that the District has been approached by a cellular communications 
company.  In order to keep our parents and the community informed, the District’s website and the 
school’s website will be updated to reflect the possibility of a cellular facility on District property.  
The proposed location is reviewed to determine if there is any interference or impact on educational 
programs.  The Director of Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations will confer with site 
administration. 
 
After all site concerns are addressed, and the contract terms are established, the cellular 
communication company prepares a preliminary license agreement.  The license agreement shall 
state that the cellular communication company shall contract with an independent third party 
company to have the electromagnetic field (EMF) or the radio frequency (RF) checked every other 
year to ensure compliance with Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations, at no cost 
to PUSD.  The license agreement shall include language to allow termination of the agreement by 
PUSD following proper notice to the cellular communication company.  Maintenance and Operations 
personnel review the license agreement to ensure terms and conditions are properly documented 
and forward the license agreement to District counsel for legal review, analysis, and if necessary, 
revision. 
 
Upon completion of the legal review, the proposed license agreement will be brought to the Board 
of Education for consideration and authorization to proceed.  Following Board authorization, 
Maintenance and Operations staff prepares an announcement for the school site to include 
communications with parents and staff.  In addition, a message shall be sent to parents via the 
school messaging system.  The notification will include that the District is considering entering into 
a license agreement with a cellular communication company to install cellular telephone antennas 
at that school site.  Additionally, it will be stated that the license agreement will be considered at 
the next regularly-scheduled meeting of the Board of Education.  Every effort will be taken to 
ensure that cellular communication licenses will not be approved during the summer months when 
parents may not have the opportunity to attend the Board meeting.  Upon completion of the 
notification process, the proposed license agreement will be brought to the Board of Education for 
final approval. 
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The cellular communication company is responsible for preparing documentation needed to present 
to other governmental bodies.  With few exceptions, cellular facilities on school property are 
subject to “conditional” or “neighborhood” use permitting processes.  These processes may include 
review and approval by community planning group, municipal planning commission, and at times, 
by city council.  Concurrently, the cellular communication company must apply to the FCC for an 
operating license in approved bandwidths and other restrictions. 
 
As the project will be constructed on public school property, the Department of State Architects 
(DSA) has jurisdiction for accessibility, fire and life safety, and structural safety.  Full plans and 
specifications must be reviewed and approved by the DSA.  Once notified of DSA approval, the 
District must take action to contract for appropriate testing, inspection, and quality assurance prior 
to construction.  All costs of the construction phase are reimbursed by the cellular communication 
company to the District. 
 
The Finance Department will establish identified accounts for reimbursement from the cellular 
communication company for all cellular facility-related expenses, tracking revenue from each 
cellular facility, sending invoices as needed, and establishing an account to use this income to 
support and enhance District technology infrastructure. 
 
There is no District maintenance required on cellular facilities.  Periodically the supporting 
electronic equipment or antennas are upgraded or replaced with the latest technological 
improvements by the cellular communication companies without disruption to school and District 
operation.  If there is a structural effect, the change must undergo DSA approval. 

 


