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SECTION 3.30 BALANCED, COMPREHENSIVE, AND COORDINATED DISTRICT 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM 

 
 
The Board of Education believes that assessment is integral to the learning process.  When 
properly designed, administered, and interpreted, assessment results provide a meaningful 
independent source of information that can be used to design appropriate educational opportunities 
for students. Improved student learning is the primary goal of any assessment. 
 
To be effective, assessments must be employed strategically as part of a balanced, comprehensive, 
coordinated system.  The Board acknowledges that a balanced assessment system employs two 
types of assessments that must work in concert:  summative and formative.  Summative 
assessments provide comparative information regarding the effectiveness of programs and 
instructional practices that help establish the quality and quantity of learning.  Formative 
assessments, by contrast, are implemented at the classroom level and inform teachers and 
students of each student’s progress in the learning process.  Each type of assessment has specific 
purposes, uses, and limitations.  Therefore, a variety of assessment information will be used in 
conjunction with all other available information to provide a comprehensive picture and make 
decisions that can assist in improving learning. 
 
Assessments shall be valid and reliable and based on sound research.  The assessment system 
must be capable of showing how a student progresses over a period of time to achieve proficiency 
in the academic standards.  Each assessment will, therefore, align with the district’s established 
academic standards and expectations. 
 
Except as specifically excluded in the Administrative Procedures, it shall be the policy of the Board 
of Education that any districtwide assessment be selected with input from teachers and parents. 
 
The selection and use of classroom assessments shall remain the responsibility of individual 
schools, departments, and teachers.  The Board of Education recognizes, and research indicates, 
that classroom assessments provide the most effective support for student learning.  As part of a 
coordinated and continuous assessment system, each school shall have a comprehensive 
assessment plan, including formative and summative evaluations, developed with input from 
teachers, that complements and aligns with state and district standards. 
 
Assessment information should assist and support, not replace, teacher judgment in assessing and 
evaluating student achievement.  Therefore, the superintendent will ensure that appropriate staff 
has the knowledge and skills necessary to administer, score, interpret, design, and effectively use 
a variety of assessments as tools to improve student achievement. 
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