
 

Honors Humanities 
 

 
 

It’s summer! Whether you’ll be relaxing on the beach, passing time in an airport, or holed up in your room, we hope you’ll 

be READING. For your Honors Humanities summer reading assignment, we’d like you to take a summer reading 

adventure. You will read a book from the Honors Humanities Summer Reading Book List and engage in a book 

club group during the fall/spring term. You won’t have to meet with a group during the summer, but we’re not going to 

stop you from chatting online with friends about your Humanities Summer Reading choice or discussing the characters 

that you love and hate when you’re on a road trip to a soccer tournament. 

 

Honors Humanities is a course that takes a chronological journey through time, exploring a range of art periods from the 

ancient Greeks to the modern era. We’ll spend our class time discussing the cultural values evident in people’s literature, 

art, architecture, music, and philosophy and reflecting on how those values can change over time.  

 

In order to kick off our discussion on cultural values, you will meet in book club groups during the school year which will 

discuss the questions:  

▪ How does your summer reading book reflect specific cultural ideals?  

▪ To what extent do the individuals in your book develop personal values that align with those cultural ideals?  
 

These conversations will lead to your first essay. 

 
 
 

Rationale: 
 

▪ Encourage a life-long habit of reading (which is good for you!) 

▪ Push students to read more advanced and more complex material 

▪ Ignite literary conversations among students & between teachers and students 

▪ Prepare students for class conversations and an essay about cultural & personal values based on summer 

reading 

 

Getting started: 

▪ Some book list options are adopted by the PUSD School Board and are available at the RBHS library.  

▪ Others are not adopted and will require a parent/guardian permission slip which will be collected at the start of 

class. If you choose a book that has not been adopted, you will need to obtain a copy of the book on your own. 

▪ Once you’ve chosen a couple of books that interest you, Amazon has a cool feature that allows you to             

and read “First Pages” for free. 

▪ Then it’s time to start reading. Keep in mind that if you get 20 pages into the book that you borrowed from the 

public library and decide it’s not for you, you can choose a different one! We want you to read something you 

will enjoy and will be eager to discuss and analyze when we get to class. 

  

Summer Reading 2017 
 

Mrs. Montgomery & Mrs. Kravchaik 
 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/52eec360e4b0c81c80749630/t/544fb9dbe4b0bf8d82cafce4/1414511067775/Why+Read+Infographic.pdf


 

 
The following books have been adopted by the PUSD School Board 

and can be checked out from the RBHS textbook windows: 
 

 

Fiction 

 
1984 by George Orwell        (1948 – fiction – 328 pages) 

“Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell’s chilling prophecy about the future. And while 1984 has come and gone, his dystopian vision of a 
government that will do anything to control the narrative is timelier than ever... Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the 
demands of the Ministry of Truth. With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those 
who dare to commit thoughtcrimes. But as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is always watching.” 

 
 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury     (1953 -- fiction – 249 pages) 

“Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world… firemen start fires rather than put them out. His job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed 
book…. Montag never questions the destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland life and wife, Mildred, who spends all 
day with her television “family.” But then he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him to a past where people didn’t live in 
fear and to a present where one sees the world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter of [tv].” 

 
 

Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan      (1988 -- fiction – 288 pages) 
“Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's ‘saying’ the stories….With wit and 
sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman 
reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over 
daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties.” 

 
 

The Odyssey by Homer       (??? – fiction – 560 pages) 

“The Odyssey is the original collection of tall traveler’s tales. Odysseus, on his way home from the Trojan War, encounters all kinds of marvels from 
one-eyed giants to witches and beautiful temptresses. His adventures are many and memorable before he gets back to Ithaca and his faithful wife 
Penelope.” “Odysseus' reliance on his wit and wiliness for survival in his encounters with divine and natural forces during his ten-year voyage 
home to Ithaca after the Trojan War is at once a timeless human story and an individual test of moral endurance.” 

 
 

A Separate Peace by John Knowles      (2003 – fiction – 204 pages) 

“A Separate Peace is timeless in its description of adolescence during a period when the entire country was losing its innocence to World War II. 
Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of 
the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between 
the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world.” 

 

 

Nonfiction 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou   (1969 – nonfiction– 304 pages)  

“Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache 
of abandonment and the prejudice of the [locals]. At eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many 
times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of 
others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors…will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.” 

 
 

Night by Elie Wiesel        (1956 -- nonfiction– 120 pages) 

“Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and deeply poignant autobiographical account of his survival as a teenager in the Nazi death 
camps…. Night offers much more than a litany of the daily terrors… at Auschwitz and Buchenwald; it also eloquently addresses many of the 
philosophical as well as personal questions implicit in any serious consideration of what the Holocaust was, what it meant, and what its legacy is and 
will be.” 
 

 

 

 

The page numbers on these lists are accurate 
for one edition of the book and may not reflect 

the number of pages in other editions. 

https://www.amazon.com/1984-Signet-Classics-George-Orwell/dp/0451524934/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945092&sr=8-1&keywords=1984
https://www.amazon.com/Fahrenheit-451-Ray-Bradbury/dp/1451673310/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945178&sr=8-1&keywords=fahrenheit+451
https://www.amazon.com/Joy-Luck-Club-Novel/dp/0143038095/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494944974&sr=8-1&keywords=joy+luck+club
https://www.amazon.com/Odyssey-Homer/dp/0140268863/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1495001548&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Odyssey
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=a+separate+peace
https://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Caged-Bird-Sings/dp/0345514408/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494956125&sr=8-1&keywords=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sings
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Elie-Wiesel/dp/0374500010/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945144&sr=8-1&keywords=night


 
The following award-winners, best-sellers, and/or student favorites are not adopted by PUSD.  

If you decide to read one of these books, please have a parent/guardian sign the permission slip.  
These can be found at a local library or purchased.   

 

Fiction 
 

Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini      (2003 – fiction – 400 pages) 

“The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep 
of history, The Kite Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it 
is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their 
love, their sacrifices, their lies.” 

 
The Odds of Loving Grover Cleveland by Rebekah Crane    (2016 – fiction – 272 pages) 

“According to sixteen-year-old Zander Osborne, nowhere is an actual place—and she’s just fine there. But her parents insist that she get out of her 
head—and her home state—and attend… a summer camp for at-risk teens. Zander does not fit in—or so she thinks. She has only one word for her 
fellow campers: crazy. In fact, the whole camp population exists somewhere between disaster and diagnosis….But amid group “share-apy” sessions 
and forbidden late-night outings, unlikely friendships form, and as the Michigan summer heats up, the four teens begin to reveal their tragic secrets.” 

 
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline      (2013 – fiction –278 pages) 

“Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system [and] helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out 
of juvie and worse. As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t as different as they seem 
to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies 
would be determined by luck and chance. Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers… that will ultimately free them both.” 

  
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel       (2014 – fiction – 352 pages) 
“Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage during a production of King 
Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it came to an end. Twenty years 
later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of actors and musicians….And as the story takes off, moving back 
and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed.” 

 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien      (1990 – fiction – 233 pages) 

“The Things They Carried… is neither memoir nor novel nor collection of short stories but rather an artful combination of all three. Vietnam is still 
O'Brien's theme, but in this book he seems less interested in the war itself than in the myriad different perspectives from which he depicts it…. Every 
story in The Things They Carried speaks another truth that Tim O'Brien learned in Vietnam; it is this blurred line between truth and reality, fact and 
fiction, that makes his book unforgettable.” 

 

 

Nonfiction 

 

Friday Night Lights by H.G Bissinger      (1990 – nonfiction – 432 pages) 

“Return once again to the timeless account of the Permian Panthers of Odessa—the winningest high-school football team in Texas history. Socially 
and racially divided, Odessa isn't known to be a place big on dreams, but every Friday night from September to December, when the Panthers play 
football, dreams can come true.With frankness and compassion, H. G. Bissinger unforgettably captures a season in the life of Odessa and shows how 
single-minded devotion to the team shapes the community and inspires—and sometimes shatters—the teenagers who wear the Panthers' uniforms.” 

 
Odd Girl Out by Rachel Simmons       (2011 – nonfiction -- 432 pages) 

“When Odd Girl Out was first published, it… ignited a long-overdue conversation about the hidden culture of female bullying. Today the dirty looks, 
taunting notes, and social exclusion that plague girls’ friendships have gained new momentum in cyberspace… [E]ducator and bullying expert Rachel 
Simmons gives girls, parents, and educators proven and innovative strategies for navigating social dynamics in person and online. With up-to-the-
minute research and real-life stories, [it] continues to be the definitive resource on the most pressing social issues facing girls today.” 

 
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell       (2011 – nonfiction – 336 pages) 

“Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most 
successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what successful people are like, 
and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. 
[H]e explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player…, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band.” 

https://www.amazon.com/Kite-Runner-Khaled-Hosseini/dp/159463193X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945257&sr=8-1&keywords=Kite+Runner
https://www.amazon.com/Odds-Loving-Grover-Cleveland/dp/1503939820/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494960950&sr=8-1&keywords=grover+cleveland
https://www.amazon.com/Orphan-Train-Christina-Baker-Kline/dp/0061950726/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1494966341&sr=1-1&keywords=orphan+train
https://www.amazon.com/Station-Eleven-Emily-John-Mandel/dp/0804172447/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945762&sr=8-1&keywords=station+eleven
https://www.amazon.com/Things-They-Carried-Tim-OBrien/dp/0618706410/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945224&sr=8-1&keywords=things+they+carried+o%27brien
https://www.amazon.com/Friday-Night-Lights-25th-Anniversary/dp/0306824205/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945816&sr=8-2&keywords=friday+night+lights
https://www.amazon.com/Odd-Girl-Out-Revised-Updated/dp/0547520190/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945623&sr=8-1&keywords=odd+girl+out
https://www.amazon.com/Outliers-Story-Success-Malcolm-Gladwell/dp/0316017930/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1494945887&sr=8-1&keywords=outliers


 

 

 

Permission slip for Honors Humanities Summer Reading 

This is only required if the student chooses a book from the list that has not been adopted by PUSD  

and will be collected when our class begins in the fall/spring. 
 

Concerned parents can check Common Sense Media or read reviews of a book to learn more about its content. 
 

 

I give my student __________________________________________________________________ permission to read 

_______________________________________________________________________ for his/her Honors Humanities 

Summer Reading assignment. I understand this title is not on the PUSD reading list.  

 
__________________________________________________    _________________________ 
Parent/guardian signature        Date 

 

 

  

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


Finished your Assignment?  
Set some summer reading goals for yourself! 

 

(For fun… Yes, fun!) 

 

 
This is NOT part of your Honors Humanities Summer Reading assignment. However, reading is SO BENEFICIAL  

that we hope you’ll choose to read prolifically this summer and throughout the year.  
 

At the beginning of Mrs. Montgomery’s Honors Humanities class, you’ll be setting reading goals for yourself, and if you start keeping 
track of your goals/accomplishments/notes this summer and end up in her class, you can continue with the same list.  

If you’ll be starting from scratch in the fall/spring, that’s okay, too. 
 

Please be honest with yourself (and your teacher) about your reading habits.  
These goals will be the starting point for the literary relationship expected to develop between teacher and student. 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Optional Summer Challenge: 
 

Click here to make your own Reading Goals List & start reading! 

 
 

Examples: 
 

Goals Accomplished/Abandoned Notes 

A Book That Became A Movie: 
Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon 

Finished in 3 days! Loved it! I put it on the top of my to-read list so that I could 
finish it before seeing the movie. 

Looking for Alaska by John Green Finished in a week Better than Catcher in The Rye – with similar themes. 

A Graphic Novel: Maus by Art Spiegelman Quit after 19 pages This was my first graphic novel, and I got tired of the style. 

Extra book on the Summer Reading List 
1984 by George Orwell 

Took all July, but I finished it! I heard about it from my friend who read it, and I saw it on the 
Humanities summer reading list, so I decided to go for it.  

 

Feel free to email Mrs. Montgomery with any questions: cmontgomery@powayusd.com 

Where to start? 

 

 Ask your friends and family for book recommendations! 

 Go online to see what your future classmates are reading (class code: c7r4raz) 

 Look up other lists for inspiration 

 Play some Reading BINGO! 

 Check out GoodReads 

 Search for a book that you've liked in the past on Amazon & browse the section 
of the page where "people who bought this also bought..." 
 

 Try an audiobook. Your first book is free on Audible 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/52eec360e4b0c81c80749630/t/544fb9dbe4b0bf8d82cafce4/1414511067775/Why+Read+Infographic.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KtmEQorC-cPtCniIq336mFlo4bKefvSkVfri3-zicwQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y6keR1bAaekJOF8OIE2QPKbW3WgxtLcywuua6jNMdcw/edit?usp=sharing
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16ZqjbNpCz6PxaDV2roGMaxhcxygzb4cforSBXTSm5I0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y6keR1bAaekJOF8OIE2QPKbW3WgxtLcywuua6jNMdcw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.goodreads.com/
http://www.audible.com/t2/freetrial6?source_code=GO1GBSH08051690CG&mkwid=sLgSfUWcH_dc&pcrid=178301056220&pmt=e&pkw=audible&cvosrc=ppc.google.audible&cvo_campaign=226473129&cvo_crid=178301056220&Matchtype=e&gclid=Cj0KEQjw6LXIBRCUqIjXmdKBxZUBEiQA_f50PjINkwQbcE6sK7J2lCQNFb3Y1mFIgb_U7ihbLJodex0aAqBQ8P8HAQ

