
 
 

 

A.P. English Literature/RBHS 

Summer Reading 2017-18:  

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Assignment: In preparation for our class in the fall of 2017 and the spring of 2018, students will 

read Great Expectations in its entirety.  Like many 19
th

 century novels, Great Expectations is a longer 

work, but A.P. Literature students should not find completing it particularly difficult. Read it at a 

leisurely pace over a few weeks and enjoy. Students who have read and digested the novel will be ready to 

get off to a great start in our class.  

 

Written Assignment: The only written assignment is to make notes in your copy of the book as you read. 

If you buy a copy, write directly in the book. Use post-its if it’s a school book. Not too much – just enough 

to fix important things in your mind. Required notes: 

 Write bullets at the start of every chapter to capture main topics in that chapter  

(see “Reading Process” below).  

 Note when new characters are introduced 

 Note key turning points or moments of high drama 

 

In the fall/spring, you will have to show your written work for credit. 

 
Reading Process: Strike a balance between leisurely pleasure-reading and literary study. Enjoy the story, but use a few margin notes, 

post-its or book marks to highlight key material. After you finish a chapter, go back to the first page of the chapter and make a few 

descriptive bullet notes to sum up the key events of that chapter. For example, on the first page of chapter one you might write,  

· Orphaned Pip visits the graves of his parents and siblings. 

· Pip is threatened by an escaped convict. 

· The convict threatens Pip’s life and demands him to provide food and a file.  

 

If you lose focus on the reading, stop, refocus your attention, or take a break. Good readers know how to question mentally what they 

are reading, refocus attention, skip forward or backward and process the story. Weaker readers plunge ahead even when they lose 

concentration and miss too much of what’s in the text. College-bound readers should be able to read for extended periods of time, 

keep focus, and digest a novel like this one. Use this assignment to build your skill.  

 

Edition: Our school library can provide students with copies of Great Expectations. Check the library schedule for check out times in 

May. Owning a copy to highlight and annotate is especially convenient. When buying a copy get the “Penguin Classics” edition. With 

this edition, students can refer to the very helpful explanatory endnotes. There are inexpensive copies (new and used) available on 

Amazon and at Barnes & Noble in Carmel Mountain Ranch. 

Check the AP link on the 

RBHS website for study guide* 

on 6/8/17 for further support.  

Optional summer reading: Included in the study guide* is our Independent Reading List. AP 

Literature students are expected to have wide familiarity with outstanding literature from all 

periods. During our term, students will read independently from this list. To get ahead, consider 

reading one or two of these books during the summer. 

Note to year-long AP Literature students: 

You are not required to do the summer reading, as we 

will be covering it in class over the 1st 4 weeks. 

However, as it is a longer text, it would help you 

tremendously if you were to read it over the summer. 

This would make your reading/work schedule for those 

first weeks much easier. If you do plan to wait to 

complete the summer reading, expect to have about 20-

30 pages a night to read.   

Note to term AP Literature students: 

Even though some of you will take AP Literature during the 

spring term, you should all read Great Expectations during the 

summer. (Spring students can review before class starts in 

January; taking notes as described below will be especially 

important). Since our schedule compresses the whole course 

into 18 weeks, the reading you do before class starts will be 

more important than ever. Come to class ready to discuss Great 

Expectations. You can also expect to be tested on its contents. 
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